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With our blessings for your health and welfare,
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Dear Governor Cuomo,

We are writing 1«

during this crisis, and for caring for the safety of our community and all of New York State’s

» collectively express our appreciation for your leadership and vision

residents during this unprecedented pandemic. May Hashem continue to bless vou with
strength, skill, courage and wisdom to navigate New York through the end of this plague
and to give New York the ability to emerge stronger than ever

As Rabbis who lead our communities, we deal daily with the spiritual and the many
issues arising from the lockdown. Families are pleading with us 1o help relieve

he destruction

and anxiety they are ¢ wing, Every ds

ingly nurtured parent lationships and the 1c loss of income and
¢

wn of the religiou

of strength for our people in dark times

We are
Jewish §

pproaching the holiday of Shavuos, which

e’s acceptance of the Torah and its oblig
obligat o study Torah. We now turn 1o you with an urgent request that goes to the roo

of the very fabric of our religion ~ the religious education of our youth

Torah study is a central tenet in our religion, and a religious duty incumbent on every
lorah-true Jew. We have a religious imperative, a mandate — a mitzvah - to study and learn
the Torah every day, all vear round. Our religious studies therefore continue with the same

intensity on weekends and throughout the summer months

Our Torah study is based on thousands of years of rich tradition and relies on an
unbroken chain of oral ransmission from teacher to student and intense peer discussion
and debate. Studens benefit from observing their teachers, who are carcfully selected for

their roles based o1 ability 1 imparenot only knowledge but also attitudes, ideals

and values. It is forithis reason that the €acher-student relatonship is among the most

significant in the Jewish tradition.

I'his customary method of study has been severely curtailed during the pandemic,

not a viable option for our community. The use
ohibited for non-business maters, and for

children altogether

Ihat leaves instruction by telephone as the or

connection with teachers and peer study wit
It is also impractical given the large families that are prevalent in our communities. Indeed,
itis impossible for large families living in crowded quarters to accommodate many children

simultaneously with quiet spa

are conducive to participate in tele-clas

many children. Our experience ¢ the pandemic has shown us that remote education is

far less effective, and does not en; 0 maintain our religious obligations related to the

study of Torah
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